CHAPTER II

EAELY  SCHOOL  DAYS

MY coat, and all the other paraphernalia of a midship-
man were now prepared, and a day appointed upon
which I was to leave London for Portsmouth, with my Com-
mander, who was to eat his last dinner at my father's, and
carry me off with him in a post-chaise. He accordingly
came, and found his young midshipman properly equipped,
but a circumstance occurred at the dinner that totally
altered my mind, and put a stop to my intended naval career.
It was this: I had a natural, and unconquerable antipathy
to fat of every kind, and never could swallow a morsel.
This my mother, imagining it to arise merely from caprice,
did all in her power to make me get the better of, and
mentioning the circumstance to Captain Gambier, he in-
stantly said, and in a tone of voice and manner that I did
not approve of,

" Oh ! never fear, Madam, when once William and I are
fairly out at sea, he will forget all his absurd prejudices,
and I daresay will be glad to have a bit of fat with his
brother midshipmen."

From that moment I had done with Captain Gambier,
and directly exclaimed that I did not like him, and would
not go to his ship. He was astonished, appearing really
disappointed and vexed. He said and did every thing in
his power to make me change my determination, but I
resolutely adhered to it, protesting he never should have
it in his power to force me to eat what I abhorred. My
father and mother too by no means seconding him in
endeavouring to prevail on me to proceed, he was obliged
to depart without me. Notwithstanding this capriciousness
in me, he continued my name as a midshipman upon the
Burfor&s books the whole time that ship remained in
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